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Guide to Valheim

Introduction Valheim is a popular survival and exploration game set in a Viking-themed

world. It encourages creativity, teamwork, and problem-solving. While it’s engaging and

educational, it’s important to understand how to ensure a safe and positive experience for ~ Page | 1
your child.

Game Overview

Valheim is a multiplayer game where players explore, build, and battle in a procedurally
generated world. The game’s cooperative nature can help develop teamwork and strategic
thinking but also requires careful management of online interactions.

Setting Up Safely

¢ Account and Game Setup: Valheim is accessed through Steam, so refer to ‘Parent’s
Guide to Steam’ for setting up a secure Steam account. Ensure your child’s account
has appropriate privacy settings and is set up under your supervision.

¢ Server Management: Valheim allows for private servers. Set up a password-
protected server for your child and their friends to control who joins their game.
Regularly update passwords to maintain security.

In-Game Safety

¢ Monitor Interactions: Although Valheim’s community is generally positive, it’s
important to monitor who your child is playing with. Use private servers to limit
interactions to friends and trusted individuals.

¢ Communication Tools: Valheim includes in-game voice and text chat. Discuss online
communication etiquette with your child and encourage them to report any
inappropriate behavior. Use Discord or other supervised communication platforms
for voice chat during gameplay.

Balancing Gameplay

e Screen Time Management: Valheim’s immersive nature can lead to extended play
sessions. Set limits on screen time to ensure a healthy balance with other activities.
Encourage breaks, especially during long building or exploration sessions.

¢ Physical and Mental Wellbeing: The game’s survival elements, such as managing
hunger and health, can be a springboard for discussions about real-life health and
wellbeing.
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Encouraging Positive Play

Promote Creativity and Teamwork: Valheim’s building and exploration mechanics
are great for fostering creativity and collaboration. Encourage your child to work
with friends to build structures, explore new areas, and overcome challenges
together.

Learning Opportunities: Use the game’s historical Viking themes to explore history
and culture. Valheim’s crafting system can also teach resource management and
planning.
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Ongoing Supervision and Engagement

Regular Check-Ins: Stay engaged with your child’s gaming experience by asking
about their in-game achievements, challenges, and interactions with other players.
This helps you stay informed and reinforces safe gaming practices.

Adapt as Needed: As your child becomes more experienced with the game, revisit
the rules and guidelines to ensure they remain appropriate.

Conclusion

Valheim offers a rich and rewarding gaming experience when played responsibly. By setting
up the game securely, monitoring interactions, and encouraging positive gaming habits, you
can ensure that your child enjoys Valheim safely.
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